Recent News About Baby Gramps

Baby Gramps performed on The Late Show with David Letterman Aug. 28, 2006 backed up by Tony Garnier (Bob Dylan's band leader and bass player), The Akron Family, and Jason Krekel from “The Mad Tea Party”. He was promoting the "Rogues Gallery; Pirate Ballads, Sea Songs, and Chanteys" CD that was produced by Johnny Depp, Gore Verbinski, and Hal Willner in connection with the new "Pirates of the Caribbean" movie. He has two songs on the CD, the very first song, and the only original. On the CD he is backed up by Bill Frisell, Phillip Morgan from The Cutters, and The Akron Family. Some of the other performers on the CD are Bono, Sting, Bob Neuwirth, Bryan Ferry, Bill Frisell, Martin Carthy, Richard Thompson, Nick Cave, Loudon Wainwright III, Rufus Wainwright & Kate McGarrigle, Lucinda Williams, Three Pruned Men, and Lou Reed.
NPR (National Public Radio) All Things Considered interviewed Hal Willner Sept. 19th about "Rogues Gallery" They talked about Baby Gramps and played part of his recording of "Cape Cod Girls".  You can hear it at www.npr.org.  There is also a link on the Baby Gramps website.

This past summer he was filmed for a documentary about the history of busking produced by John McEuen (Nitty Gritty Dirt Band). Other performers filmed for the movie include Dylan, Ramblin’ Jack Elliot, Dave Matthews, Steve Martin, Jerry Jeff Walker, and Ani DiFranco. 

He recently returned from a cross country tour is currently working on the score for a feature length documentary about pirates.

His own new CD, "Baptized On Swamp Water" A Tribute to New Orleans, is available on his website and at his shows. 

www.babygramps.com
The New York Times Review, "New Album From Baby Gramps"  by Ben Ratlif; August 20, 2006
    - Review of the CD, "Rogue's Gallery: Pirate Ballads, Sea Songs & Chanteys" 
His (Baby Gramps) performances on “Rogue’s Gallery” (Anti), a two-disc set of sea chanteys produced by Hal Willner, are among the album’s best, and that’s saying a lot: among the other contributors are Sting, Lou Reed, Lucinda Williams, Bono, a gravel-voiced Bryan Ferry, a midnight-voiced Nick Cave, a twee Van Dyke Parks and Bill Frisell with a beautiful guitar track. 
Pop Matters Review "Sinking Low on the Seas, Rising Up with Gold" by Michael J. Kramer; Oct.20, 2006
    - Review of the CD, "Rogue's Gallery: Pirate Ballads, Sea Songs & Chanteys"
The captain of this ship is not one of the celebrity musicians, but rather one Baby Gramps, a Popeye-voiced, old-timey, bizarro balladeer whose National steel-guitar workouts and guttural growls, hoots, and whispers steal the show. Baby Gramps opens the album by steering a full band out of harbor and onto the open sea while singing about how “Cape Cod girls don’t use no combs, they comb their hair with the codfish bones.” “Heave her up my bully, bully boys, heave her up, now don’t you make a noise,” Baby Gramps and crew sing, for we are “bound away for Australia”. Sounding like a Tuvan throat-singing monk, Baby Gramps chants with the intensity of a Captain Ahab. 

Vanity Fair  “A Chantey Collaboration” by Edward Helmore; September 2006: "Cape Cod girls, they don't use no combs...they comb their hair on the codfish bones" -- so goes the first line of Rogue's Gallery: Pirate Ballads, Sea Songs & Chanteys, a two-CD album out this month from the adventurous and storied rock producer Hal Willner. With the backing of Johnny Depp and Pirates of the Caribbean series director, Gore Verbinski, Captain Willner pressed willing friends like Bono, Sting, Nick Cave, Bryan Ferry, Lou Reed, Lucinda Williams, Teddy Thompson, Ralph Steadman, Van Dyke Parks, and Rufus Wainwright to come aboard his pirate ship and sing traditional sea chanteys in their particular styles. The 43 songs collected here tell evocative stories of the sea - of cruel captains, scuppered vessels, distant homes, drunken sailors and wenches. "There's something very familiar in the songs," says the producer. "Even if we don't know sea songs, they've influenced every type of music - you can hear them in Wagner, in country music, in the Beatles." Some obvious crew members were left ashore - Keith Richards fell from a tree; Shane MacGowan was indisposed - so others came aboard for them, including the unknown Baby Gramps, who offers "Cape Cod Girls" in a fashion as arresting and strange as any you are likely to hear. 

